
MINUTES  
of the 72nd Annual General Meeting of the 
Association of Ukrainians of Victoria (AUV) 

3:00 p.m. Saturday 30 November 2019 
and the adjourned 72nd AGM 

2:00 p.m. Sunday 2 February 2020 
Confirmed by the AUV Board 14th September 2020 

 
1. Opening welcome. 

At 3.05 p.m. Mr Slawko Kohut, President of the AUV, opened the meeting. 
 
2. Australian and Ukrainian national anthems. 

The anthems were sung. 
 
3. Minute of silence. 

A minute’s silence was observed for all who had died in defence of Ukraine, victims of the 
Holodomor and former members of AUV. 
 

Presentations. 
The Ambassador of Ukraine, His Excellency Dr Mykola Kulinich, presented on behalf of the 
President of Ukraine the Ukrainian Order of Merit III Class to Emeritus Professor Marko 
Pavlyshyn, and on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine HE the Ambassador 
presented Commemorative Badges (“memorial’ni znaky-vidznaky”) on the occasion of the 
100th anniversary of the Diplomatic Service of Ukraine to Mr Nestor Jaworsky, Mr Victor 
Rudewych (in absentia), Mr Michael Moravski, Professor Michael Lawriwsky and Mr Marian 
Tkaczuk for their contributions to the development of bilateral relations between Ukraine 
and Australia.  
 

4. Ratification of: 
Quorum.  There were present 67 registered members of the AUV. 25 being required for a 
quorum, the meeting was declared quorate. 
AGM Chair and Secretaries.  Mr S Kohut introduced Mr Marko Misko as Chair of the AGM 
and Prof M Pavlyshyn and Ms Nataliya Poshyvaylo-Towler as Secretaries.  
 

5. Ratification of the Agenda. 
Mr George Korytsky proposed that, in addition to the item “Ratification of Minutes of the 
71st AGM,” ratification of the minutes of the Extraordinary General Meeting be added. Mr M 
Misko responded that his copy of the Agenda already included “Ratification of the Minutes 
of the 71st AGM and Constitution EGM,” and that both sets of Minutes would to be ratified. 
Mr G Korytsky pointed out that the text referred to an EGM of April 2018. Mr M Misko 
clarified that this was a typographical error and that the EGM of April 2019 was intended. 
 

6. Ratification of the Verifying and Election Committee. 
The following persons had been nominated: Mr Danylo Stefyn (chair) and Mr Felix Figurek 
and Mr Vasyl Mykhaylyk (members). There being no discussion, the members of the 
Committee were declared ratified. 
 

7. Salutations. 
Oral salutations were received from the following persons: 
Ms Halja Bryndzia (Kalyna Care) 
Mr Jarema Polatajko (executive of the Australian Federation of Ukrainian Organisations) 
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Mr Andrew Lech (SUM – Ukrainian Youth Association). Mr A Lech announced a donation to 
AUV of $2000 as a sign of partnership between SUM and AUV. 
Mr Nikolay Pyk (Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organisation, Victorian Executive) 
Mr Walentyn Mykytenko (Dnister Ukrainian Credit Co-operative Ltd) 
Mr Eugene Hawryszko (Ukrainian Greek Catholic Parish of SS Peter and Paul of Melbourne) 
 

8. Ratification of the Minutes of the 71st AGM and the Constitutional EGM of April 2018. 
Mr M Misko announced that the two sets of minutes would be considered separately. 

 
Mr Ivan Guglak inquired about the meaning of the note in the Agenda stating that Minutes 
had been ratified by the Board. Mr M Misko clarified that the Board was satisfied with the 
Minutes, which were now being presented to the AGM for its ratification. 
 
Regarding the Minutes of the 71st AGM: 
 
Dr Olga Korytsky said that she recollected that Mr M Misko, the chair of the 71st AGM, had 
said that even though we had proxy votes we would be proceeding by show of hands. She 
requested that the minutes be corrected to that effect. Prof M Pavlyshyn noted that an 
audio record existed of the AGM, and it would be possible to check whether Mr M Misko 
had said what was minuted (that proxies are valid at AGMs unless specifically prohibited by 
the constitution), or what Dr O Korytsky remembered him to have said. Clarification of the 
matter was pended. 
 
Regarding the Minutes of the Constitutional EGM: 
 
Mr I Guglak asked that, in the second paragraph on p. 6 of the minutes, an addition be made 
to reflect the fact that he had stated that clause 56.5 of the Constitution, which says that a 
Board member may be on the Audit Committee, had been included only in the last version 
of the draft constitution. Mr M Misko had no objection to the inclusion of these words. 
 
Mr J Polatajko referred to Mr I Guglak’s statement (p. 7) that he intended to contact ACNC 
and inquired what the outcome of that contact had been. Mr M Misko said that the 
question, while reasonable, belonged to general business, not a discussion of the accuracy of 
the Minutes. 
 
Mr G Korytsky, referring to p. 6, pointed out that paragraph 4 stated that it had been 
reported that 73 registered members were present, of whom 6 would not vote, having 
already voted by proxy. But the table reporting the votes as counted by the Verifying and 
Election Committee showed that a total of 74 votes on the floor had been counted. Mr M 
Misko agreed that there was an inconsistency between the two numbers, though it did not 
influence the outcome of the voting. Mr M Misko referred the matter to the AUV Board for 
clarification. 
 
Dr O Korytsky referred to p. 2, paragraph 5 and the statement there that “in 2017-2018 Mr S 
Kohut and Ms Tania Zachariak met with Branch presidents to discover their concerns about 
the Constitution.” Dr O Korytsky said that she, president of the St Albans branch, had had no 
such meeting. Mr M Misko noted the point, but reiterated that Minutes are a record of what 
was said, not of what was the case.  
 
Ms Nadia Madyczewsky returned to the issue of the apparent discrepancy between the 
number of members present and eligible to vote at the EGM, and the number of “on the 
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floor” votes counted. Ms Nadia Mandyczewsky pointed out that people had continued 
arriving and  registering as the EGM progressed, so the number registered at the time of the 
report need not have equalled the number registered at the time of voting. Mr G Korytsky 
disputed that this was what had happened. 
 
Ms T Zachariak, returning to the issue of the meeting with Branch presidents, noted that 
such a meeting had been convened. It had been attended herself, Mr Stefan Romaniw, Mr S 
Kohut, Branch presidents Mr Eugene Stefyn, Dr O Korytsky, Ms Luba Prysak, and members of 
the Internal Audit Committee. 
 
Dr O Korytsky remarked that the President’s Report as recorded in the Minutes did not 
reflect what Mr S Kohut had said during the AGM. In particular, the Minutes went into more 
detail than Mr S Kohut had done. Prof M Pavlyshyn reported that the detail reported in the 
Minutes corresponded to the PowerPoint presentation that Mr S Kohut had shown during 
his Report and that had been visible to everyone at the AGM. 
 

9. Board Reports 
 

President’s Report. 
 
Mr S Kohut reported that the last four months had been difficult for the Board. Ms Liana 
Slipetsky and Ms Olena Dyachkova had resigned. Mr S Kohut thanked them for their 
contributions He also thanked the Board as a whole, the AUV’s staff, Ms Teklia Jaworski, Ms 
N Mandyczewsky, and the central office staff, Ms Irene Stawisky and Ms Marjana 
Miladinovic. 
 
Mr S Kohut said that he was proud of the AUV’s achievements. AUV aimed to unite people 
who identified themselves as being of Ukrainian background regardless of religion, 
generation, wave of immigration or membership of AUV Branch. One “newly arrived” person 
was a member of the Board. Another recent arrival would soon join. Divisions between 
Branches would be overcome by working together. There was good cooperation with Ms L 
Slipetsky, the head of the Noble Park Branch, Mr Mykola Anhelovych, the head of the St 
Albans Branch, Ms L Pryslak, head of the Geelong Branch, and  Mr Zenon Kaczmarskyj, head 
of the Wodonga branch. There had been a first joint meeting of the Board and Branch heads. 
This practice would continue. Future Presidents’ Reports would include reports from 
Branches and from the Ukrainian Studies Support Fund, which helps fund the Ukrainian 
Studies program at Monash University.  
 
AUV membership was, on 27 November, 380 in AUV Central, 123 in Geelong, and 
approximately 71 in Noble Park. The number of St Albans members was uncertain, but about 
120. Wodonga continued to be a Branch, though only about 15 people, most of them 
elderly, attended events. 
 
Mr Andrew Mandyczewsky reported on his work, based on model policies made available 
by the Australian Institute of Company Directors, to implement a code of conduct and a 
social media policy for the AUV. He reported that a forthcoming step was the 
implementation of an AUV strategic plan. 
 
Mykola Anhelovych, chair of St Albans Branch, conceded that there had been issues of 
contention between the AUV Board and St Albans which, he was confident, would fade 
away. On 23 November at an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Branch 90% of those 
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present supported the new committee. St Albans programs included seniors groups and art 
and culture groups. Seats were still available at the upcoming Sviat Vechir (Ukrainian 
Christmas Eve) celebration. The vision for St Albans was to create an environment inclusive, 
transparent and inviting for all, from seniors to youth. St Albans already had possibly the 
most diverse committee in AUV, and aimed for maximum communication with all AUV 
branches and organisations.  
 
Ms L Slipetsky, chair of the Noble Park Branch (now called the South-East Branch), reported 
on the close cooperation of the Branch with the local Ukrainian school, Association of 
Ukrainian Women branch, and parish mission. Ms L Slipetsky had assumed the Branch 
chairmanship after Mr Eugene Stefyn had given many years to the role. The new Branch 
Board included more women and young people than its predecessors. The Branch had 130 
members, but only 70 were financial. The aim was to increase this number to 120. Electronic 
media were used to extend the reach of the Branch.  There had been a $6,000 budget 
shortfall, and fundraising was needed. A release from council rates had been secured and 
grants obtained. The sale of varenyky yielded funds. Information about activity was shared 
with other Branches. An agent was engaged to boost rental of the Branch’s hall. Links to the 
City of Greater Dandenong had been cultivated. Among the Branch’s recent positive 
experiences were working bees and three well-attended social events. 
 
Ms L Pryslak, chair of the Geelong Branch, reported that she worked with an experienced 
committee. The Branch held Ukrainian school classes on Fridays. 10 children were taught by 
2 teachers. The martial arts group Rukopash, headed by Mr Marko Tkachuk, met on 
Tuesdays. Its offerings included self-defence training for women. A pensioners group met 
every first Monday of the month and was attended by 10-25 people. Ms T Jaworksi was 
active in social welfare. The Branch had two facilities: the Hall at Pakington Street and the 
Kyiv Club. Regular events included the Ukrainian Film Festival at the Pivotonian Cinema, 
funding for which had been received from the City of Greater Geelong; Father’s and 
Mother’s Day dances; outdoor days at Kyiv Club; the annual Malanka on the Geelong Pier; 
and participation in the Pako Festa multicultural festival, where the dance groups Lehenda 
and Verkhovyna performed. There was a small local SUM dance group. The branch had had a 
profit of $32,000 in the last year. A loan of $104,000 had been taken out to renovate the 
School. Kyiv and the Pakington Street hall were rented out frequently, an estate agent 
managing the hire of the hall. 
 
Mr S Kohut continued his Report. Other achievements of the AUV included the reconvening 
of the Community Welfare Committee. Ms T Jaworski had worked alone in this area for 
several years. A committee chaired by Ms N Mandyczewsky was now supporting Ms T 
Jaworski. The new Constitution had been accepted. One of the new initiatives was the 
project to order and make available the AUV Archive. Stage 1 of the redevelopment of AUV 
real estate was almost complete. SUM and Plast would join with AUV to hold the 2020 
Malanka. Mr S Kohut invited persons responsible for these activities to speak. 
 
Ms N Mandyczewsky: The AUV Welfare Committee had held its inaugural meeting in July 
2018. Its role was to provide advice to AUV on welfare needs. It met every two months to 
advise AUV on means of helping those in need, especially the elderly, supporting the AUV 
Welfare Coordinator, Ms T Jaworski, in helping people gain access to the assistance available 
through government. An objective was to expand the volunteer base. Other areas of welfare 
need, such as youth and family, were to be investigated. 
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Dr Alessandro Achilli, director of the Mykola Zerov Centre for Ukrainian Studies at Monash 
University, reported on developments at Monash University supported by the AUV’s 
Ukrainian Studies Support Fund. The main research project currently supported by USSF, as 
well as the Sydney-based Ukrainian Studies Foundation in Australia Ltd., was “Origins and 
Development of a Modern Ukrainian Literature: the Role of Genre.” The Centre also 
administered the Monash Rudewych Scholarships for schools. The Centre collaborated with 
AUV on joint cultural events, including the forthcoming visit of eminent writer Serhiy Zhadan 
and dramatist and translator Virlana Tkacz and a translation workshop marking the 
centenary of the translator Mykola Lukash. 
 
Mr S Kohut continued his Report. Among the challenges faced by AUV was its need for 
financial independence, coupled with a lack of volunteers. Many tasks would best be 
performed under contract, but AUV did not have enough cash for this.  
 
AUV Board had had to suspend the St Albans Branch board. The St Albans Board, which had 
previously delayed delivering the Branch’s financial report, in the current year failed to do so 
in the required time. Legal advice had been obtained, and the AUV Board with regret took 
steps, which were able to be taken under both the old and the new constitutions, to change 
the St Albans Board. In the week preceding the current AUV AGM an Extraordinary General 
Meeting of the St Albans Branch had been held. It had elected a new Board. The former St 
Albans Branch Board had taken legal advice and had closed the Branch’s bank accounts. The 
reasons given were that the former St Albans Board did not agree to the constitutional 
change. AUV had been advised to conduct a forensic investigation of St Albans. 
 
Dr Yana Ostapenko reported on the joint Monash-AUV Archive Project. The project 
leadership team comprised Prof M Pavlyshyn, Dr A Achilli, Dr Y Ostapenko and Ms Iryna 
Ordynat. The initial steps were to review and sort archive holdings. Tasks included 
development of an AUV archive policy and catalogue system. Types of documents held in 
the archive included minutes, programs, advertising, even school exercise books and letters 
– all valuable historical materials. AUV had given 2 rooms in Essendon to the Archive. 
Volunteers were a key to the success of the work. 8 volunteers gave 450 hours of work. A 
preliminary catalogue was available. Volunteers and financial donations continued to be 
sought. 
 
Mr S Kohut continued his Report with information on the redevelopment of AUV property. 
Stage 1 was near completion. The building was complete, the apartments were ready, with 3 
remaining to be sold. AUV had 7 apartments in the new building. Anticipated annual rent 
income from them was about $115,000. All had been rented.  
 
As to Stage 2 there had previously been pressure for an early start to Stage 2 development. 
Board, however, was not sure of what needs the redevelopment should meet. There being 
many opinions on the matter, the AUV wanted to precede any action with community 
consultation. In the interim, the old building would remain in use for the coming 2-4 years. 
 
Financial Report. 
 
Mr S Kohut reported that no financial report was able to be presented at the AGM. The 
delay was the result of the following factors. The new Auditor, in order to do an 
investigation of the books (requested by AUV to be more detailed than in the past), needed 
to start work in September and had scheduled time to perform this task then. To meet this 
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deadline, the AUV required all Branches to submit their reports by early August. This window 
was missed by eight weeks.   
 
When the reports were finally available, the Audior did not have staff available to work on 
them, and could only return to the task in November. At that point the unavailability of the 
AUV accountant, Mr Paul Herczaniwski, over a two-week period for compelling personal 
reasons created difficulties in responding to the Auditor’s queries. One such issue concerned 
the Stage 1 redevelopment. AUV held titles to land, but not the building or the seven AUV-
owned apartments. With assistance from accountant Kateryna Chernysh clarity had been 
reached, but only as late as 1.5 weeks prior to the current AGM. The draft Auditor’s Report, 
accompanied by further questions, had been received from the Auditor only 2 days prior to 
the AGM.  
 
In consultation with Mr Michael Laba, chair of the Internal Audit Committee, the Board 
concluded that it would be inappropriate to present the AGM with the Auditor’s Report in its 
present form. Instead, it was proposed to request that the AGM, after election of the Board, 
adjourn until 2 February. In the interim, the completed financial report would be posted on 
the web and sent to members, ready for consideration as the sole item for discussion at the 
adjourned AGM. The source of the problem was the fact that St Albans failed to submit its 
financial report at the requested time. 
 
Mr E Hawryszko reported that AUV would hold a fund-raising raffle with major prizes, once 
the relevant licence was secured. $20 tickets would be sold Australia-wide, $5 going to the 
selling organization for each ticket sold. 
 

10. Audit Committee Report. 
Mr M Misko noted that, in view of the matters reported by Mr S Kohut, Item 10 could not go 
ahead and proposed proceeding to Item 11, Discussion of Reports. 
 

On a point of order, Mr I Guglak moved that the meeting be adjourned immediately and all business 
remaining on the Agenda be deferred until the adjourned AGM. The motion was later seconded by 
Dr O Korytsky. 

 
In a wide-ranging and protracted discussion, deferring the consideration of financial reports 
but continuing with the remainder of the Agenda was favoured by Mr S Kohut, Mr N Pyk, Mr 
W Mykytenko and Mr M Misko. Adjourning the AGM and deferring consideration of all 
business remaining on the Agenda was supported by Mr J Polatajko, Mr Michael 
Karaszkewycz, Mr G Korytsky, Mr M Laba and Ms Iryna Andreeva. 
 
The motion was put and carried (85 for, 20 against, 4 abstained). 
 
Mr M Misko announced that the meeting was adjourned until a date in February which 
would be confirmed and of which notice would be given. 
 
The adjournment took place at 6.05 p.m. 
 

The meeting resumed at 1.05 p.m. on Sunday 2 February 2020. 
 
Mr S Kohut notified the meeting that there were present 47 registered voters and that 53 proxies 
had been received. Registration would remain open for a further 10 minutes, then close. Mr Daniel 
Stefyn would be Verifying Officer. 
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8. Ratification of the Minutes. 

Regarding Minutes of the 71st AGM (24 November 2018): 
 
Prof M Pavlyshyn reported that, unfortunately, the audio recording of the 71st AGM had 
commenced some minutes into the meeting. Accordingly, it had not been possible to 
establish what had been said by reference to a recording. Prof M Pavlyshyn argued that 
Minutes which he had typed at the time of the meeting itself were more likely to reflect 
proceedings than a recollection by a member a year later. Mr M Misko added that the audio 
record began with his (Mr M Misko’s) referring to legal advice obtained by AUV; this advice 
had concerned, inter alia, the status of proxies.  
 
Dr O Korytsky asked why Mr S Kohut had circulated an e-mail stating that if people wanted 
to vote, they should attend the AGM in person. Mr I Guglak suggested that the Minutes be 
consulted to see whether proxy votes had been recorded. Mr M Misko ruled that these 
matters were not relevant to the question of the status of the Minutes as a true record.  
 
Confirmation of the Minutes of the 71st AGM was moved (Mr Roman Zachariak), seconded 
(Mr J Polatajko), and carried (for: 66, against: 29, abstained: 3). 
 
Regarding Minutes of the Constitutional EGM (7 April 2019): 
 
Prof M. Pavlyshyn reported that he had consulted the audio record of the EGM and had 
ascertained that the Minutes did correctly record the words of Ms Irene Stawiski on the 
number of members present, and of Ms Orysia Stefyn, the Verifying and Election Committee 
officer, on the outcome of voting. Thus, the Minutes were a true record of the proceedings 
of the meeting, even though what they recorded was a discrepancy which  
nothing in the record of the meeting could remove.  
 
As far as the substance of the matter was concerned, Prof M Pavlyshyn continued, the 
discrepancy had had no impact on the outcome of the vote to adopt the new Constitution. 
Even if the total number of voters present had been 73, of whom 6 had already voted, 
leaving a maximum of 67 valid votes; and even if all 9 votes against and both abstentions 
had been valid, there would still have been 56 valid votes on the floor in favour of the 
motion. Prof M Pavlyshyn projected the following slide, showing that the impact on the 
outcome of the vote would have been trivial, the votes in favour of adopting the new 
constitution being well above the 75% required under the Constitution then in force.  
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Prof M Pavlyshyn said that he would support a motion to confirm the Minutes of the 
Constitutional EGM, including an amendment on another matter requested by Mr I Guglak, 
but without change to the wording of p. 6. 
 
Ms T Zachariak asked whether Prof M pavlyshyn’s clarification could be included in the 
minutes of the EGM. Prof M Pavlyshyn responded that it would be included in the minutes 
of the current 72nd AGM. 
 
Confirmation of the minutes of the Constitutional EGM was moved (Dr D Hassett), seconded 
(Mr R Zachariak), and carried (for: 74, against: 29, abstained: 1). 
 

9. Board Reports. 
Financial report.  
 
Mr S Kohut reported that, as the position of Treasurer on the Board was not filled, he would 
report as President.  
 
The reason for the adjourning the AGM had been the fact that, at the time of the scheduled 
AGM, the Board had not had all the information required to respond to queries of the 
Auditor. A new auditor had been appointed. The previous auditor had done the job for more 
than a decade, which was not regarded as good practice. The Board had requested the new 
auditor to report in more detail and make recommendations.  
 
The Auditor’s Report states that there are no problems with the AUV books. However, the 
Auditor made some statements under the rubric of “Qualified Opinion.” One of these 
concerned club income. At events involving opening of the bar, the Auditor’s preference was 
for a stocktake before the event and after the event, to be reconciled with actual takings 
during the event. This would have required work beyond the current capacity of the Board. 
It was a matter for possible implementation in future. 
 
The other, major, matter concerned Stage 1 of the development of AUV property adjacent 
to Ukrainian House. Development was not yet finished. Some apartments had not yet been 
sold. Until that occurred, titles would continue to be held as they had been previously: AUV 
held title to the land, which, however, was not available for practical use. AUV owned 7 
apartments, generating income, but didn’t hold the titles. This, the Auditor had had said, 
was not a desirable situation from an accounting perspective. A solution was proposed by 
Ms Kateryna Chernysh: to write off value of the land beneath the apartments, but to write 
onto AUV books the value of the apartments. The Auditor wanted a valuation of the 
apartments. AUV Board preferred to have the valuation after the project was completed. 
The Auditor had insisted. A compromise had been reached. The value of the land would be 
taken to be its 2018 value ($6,460,003); the value of the apartments would be the contract 
value, $4,465,000; there was thus a notional loss of $1,995,003 in land value. Mr P 
Herczaniwski pointed out that this was a figure arising from an accounting strategy, not an 
actual loss. 
 
Mr S Kohut further explained that the GST of $2,125,409  appearing in the report was 
payable to the Australian Taxation Office by AUV, but the amount was received by AUV from 
the developer. The sums ere received quarterly, and then paid to the ATO. 
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Mr S Kohut reported that 7 apartments had been fully rented for 12 months. At present they 
generated circa $182,000 rental per year. The running costs were c. $60,000 per annum. 
AUV was awaiting settlement in order to reach clarity about land tax, council rates insurance 
and rental management. Expected profit was about $100,000 p.a. The AUV was now  
heading for a situation where it would be in credit. 
 
Mr S Kohut reported on a meeting with Branch heads at which progress had been made 
toward a sysem where there would be a single membership fee for all AUV members, rather 
than separate, different fees in different Branches. 
 
Mr S Kohut reported that while there had been an increase in bar takings, income from 
renting the upstairs club premises had declined. Income from fundraising events showed an 
increase, but this was in part because previously this income had been distributed to various 
accounts. Hall hire was down, partly because of the strength of the local competition. 
Kitchen hire was now practised. There was potential to improve income streams. 
Membership fees had increased, but many members were still in arrears. 
 
There was little flexibility to reduce expenditure. Electricity costs had been very high (in part 
because of the developer’s power use). A change to LED light bulbs had constituted a saving. 
Land tax had been a bad hit. The example of Noble Park, where religious services held in the 
Community Hall, had resulted in a reduction in Council rates, would be examined as a 
possible model.  
 
AUV ran two businesses at Essendon: the Welfare Centre, and the AUV proper. Welfare 
Centre’s funds had been pooled with those of AUV. In future these accounts would be kept 
separate. 
 

10. Audit Committee Report. 
Mr N Pyk presented the Audit Committee Report (attached). 
 

11. Discussion of Reports. 
Dr D Hassett congratulated the Board on its strategic direction and improvements. Referring 
to the Audit Committee’s Recommendation 10 (That “Clause 56.5 of the Constitution of the 
AUV should be struck out. The KK [Audit Committee] strongly recommends that AUV Board 
members should not be members of the KK, as intended by the superseded Constitution of 
the AUV”), Dr Hassett pointed out that the Corporations Act imposes responsibilities on 
Board members, and so their presence on the KK is justified. Dr D Hassett, commenting on 
Recommendation 11 of the Audit Committee (that the AUV amend the new Constitution to 
reinstate clauses relating to the Absolutorium), pointed out that the absolutorium is a 
convention observed by the AUV, but has no standing in Australian practice. 
  
Mr I Guglak asked whether the $2.123 million GST payable by the developer was supposed 
to be the same as the amount under Other Receivables ($2.117 million). Mr P Herczaniwski 
reported that the difference was due to timing: there was a gap between the time when the 
developer pays AUV and when the AUV pays the ATO. 
 
Mr I Guglak sought clarification of the first paragraph of the “Basis for Qualified Opinion” 
section of the Independent Auditor’s report, which stated that “The Board has determined 
that it is impracticable to establish control over the collection of club income and fundraising 
event revenue prior to entry into its financial records.” Mr S Kohut explained that it was too 
difficult on the occasion of each event to undertake a stocktake. Ms I Stawiski pointed out 
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that, nonetheless, this is currently done. Mr I Gugak expressed surprise that the Auditor 
should have been concerned by this practice. Mr S Kohut responded that the Auditor had 
been asked to note any matters requiring attention. The issue was unlikely to arise in future. 
 
Mr J Polatajko noted the Auditor was satisfied that there had been no contaventions of the 
code of conduct governing the Board’s actions. This was the overarching finding to be noted. 
 
Ms Halya Kostiuk observed that there were many of people on the Board, but no Treasurer, 
and urged that the position be filled as a matter of priority. Mr S Kohut responded that, 
while this was desirable, there was no mechanism for forcing people to take on roles. 
 

12. Vote for “absolution” 
The motion to confer “absolutorium” on the Board was moved (Ms Maria Kohut), seconded 
(Dr D Hassett) and carried (for: 101, against: 0, abstained: 3). 
 

13. Elections 
a. Election of Directors 

 
There were 4 vacancies and 3 nominations: 
Mr Michael Masendycz 
Mr Eugene Hawryszko 
Ms Alina Golubieva, who was invited to introduce herself, and did so.  
 
The resolution that voting for all nominees be voted for all en bloc was moved (Dr D 
Hassett),  seconded (Ms L Pryslak) and carried (for: 75, against: 0, abstained: 29). 
 
The resolution that nominees be elected was moved (Mr N Jaworsky),  seconded (Mr N 
Pyk) and carried (for: 101, against: 0, abstained: 0). 

 
b. Election of Internal Audit Committee 

 
Mr S Kohut noted that the Constitution required voting for the Chair and Members of 
the Internal Audit Committee separately. 
 
Mr M Laba was nominated for the position of Chair of the Internal Audit Committee (Mr 
Volodymyr Pyrih), seconded (Ms T Zachariak) and elected (for: 104, against: 0, 
abstained: 0) 

 
Mr N Pyk, Mr Myron Fliunt and Mr A Lech were nominated for the positions of Members 
of the Internal Audit Committee (Ms M Kohut), seconded (Ms I Krasulak) and elected 
(for: 104, against: 0, abstained: 0). 
 
Mr S Kohut reported that, following the elections, the Directors constituting the AUV 
Board were as follows: 
 
Directors: 
 
Mr S Kohut, president 
Mr F Figurek 
Ms A Golubieva 
Mr E Hawryszko 
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Ms N Herasemczuk 
Mr M Masendycz 
Mr V Mykhayluk 
Mr D Stefyn 
 
Mr S Kohut thanked Ms I Stawiski, Ms M Miladinovic, Mr A Mandyczewsky and Ms N 
Mandyczewsky and all who had assisted AUV for their work. He anticipated a very busy 
forthcoming year. 

 
14. General Business 

Mr N Jaworsky recommeded that a report of the AGM be sent to the Ukrainian community 
press, as well as monthly reports on AUV activities. He asked whether there was going to be 
a deputy president of AUV. Mr S Kohut responded that a press report on the AGM was 
desirable and that a newsletter would be valuable. He agreed that a deputy president would 
be desirable.  
Mr G Korytsky wondered whether there might be a faster way of voting at AGMs. Mr S 
Kohut responed that the AUV was investigating more efficient ways of voting. At the current 
AGM voting had been slow, as AUV wished to avoid discrepancies. 
Mr R Zachariak suggested that, given the importance of the Welfare Committee, it would be 
appropriate for the Welfare Officer to have a position on the Board. Mr S Kohut noted that 
the issue had been discussed and was considered a good idea. 
Ms H Kostiuk reiterated that it is a matter of priority for any Board, including that of AUV, to 
have the positions of President, Secretary, and Treasurer filled. 
 

15. Ukrainian National Anthem 
The Australian and Ukrainian National Anthems were sung. 

 
The AGM closed at 3.24 p.m. 
 
________________________     _______________________ 
Emeritus Professor Marko Pavlyshyn, Secretary   Mr Marko Misko, Chair 
 
________________________ 
Ms Nataliya Poshyvaylo-Towler, Secretary 
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